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August 21, 2014

Tom Wheeler

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Wheeler,

On behalf of the National Black Church Initiative (NBCI), coalition of 34,000 African American
churches working to eradicate racial disparities in healthcare, technology, education and housing,
I am writing to express our collective enthusiastic support for Comcast’s decision to merge with
Time Warner Cable. This merger signals technological innovation and opportunity, which are the
building blocks for a strong economy. Lingering unemployment and stagnant wealth recovery in
the wake of the Great Recession have disproportionally affected the black community. We hope
that this merger will help create and sustain economic recovery, building on Comcast’s record of
success not only in business operations but also outstanding track record of minority
employment, one that is unmatched in the industry.

The black church and its congregants will directly benefit from a strong and open internet.
Allowing companies such as Comcast to freely share its latest technologies helps our churches
fulfill their calling to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and aids us in serving the poor. Healthy
competition also enables a competitive marketplace that helps people in lower socioeconomic
brackets purchase the things they need to achieve a decent standard of living.

NBCI has thoroughly analyzed this merger. It is the black church’s opinion that poor and
minority populations will not be negatively impacted in any significant way, especially in
regards to access. It is for this reason that 34,000 black churches are supporting this merger. In
fact, Comcast has done significant work to help close the digital divide through programs such
their Internet Essentials Program, and we hope to see this work magnified through this important
partnership.

Recently | was joined by Comcast leadership in Atlanta, alongside Georgia’s First Lady Sandra
Deal. In kicking off the latest school year, we announced that in less than three years Comcast
has connected more than 350,000 families, or more than 1.4 million low-income Americans, to



the power of technology. This is more than the population of San Diego or San Antonio, almost
the size of Philadelphia, and more than the population of 11 states including Maine, New
Hampshire, Alaska, Montana and Hawaii.

Comcast has promised to include up to six months of complimentary service for any new family
that has not yet applied for Internet Essentials. Families who are approved for Internet Essentials
between August 4th and September 20th, 2014 will receive up to six months of Internet service.
There is no more important back to school supply than Internet service at home, and Comcast
understands this priority and stands ready to help provide access.

In addition, Comcast announced an amnesty program for low-income families who qualify for
the Internet Essentials program but have a past due balance. If customers have an outstanding bill
spanning a year but meet all the other eligibility criteria, they can to Internet Essentials and have
outstanding debts forgiven. If customers’ outstanding bills are less than a year old, we would like
them to settle that debt with us before they are eligible. We are also willing to work with families
through payment installments that fit their income and ability.

Comcast is the type of model corporate citizen we need, one who sees the needs within a
community and work with nonprofits such as NBCI to create a strong civil society and help it
move forward. We hope the FCC and others support your vision for the merger, and offer the
support of our faith-based communities as the process moves forward.

NBCI disputes the following claims made by those who oppose the merger:

1. The FCC does not have any good options. Regulating the terms of interconnection would
be a difficult, error-prone process. Trying to reverse the decade-old mergers that allowed
America's broadband market to become so concentrated in the first place would be even
more so. But the growing power of residential broadband providers will put growing
pressure on the FCC to do something to prevent the abuse of that power.

To the contrary, the FCC does have a great option in approving the merger and
choosing innovation over fear. Fear Kills innovation and dampens a strong economy.

2. Further industry consolidation is a bad decision. The more concentrated the broadband
market becomes, the more leverage broadband providers like Comcast and Verizon will
have over backbone providers like Cogent. That gives the FCC a good reason to be
skeptical of Comcast's proposed acquisition of its largest rival, Time Warner Cable.
Blocking that transaction could save the agency larger headaches in the future.

We believe is this is the wrong mindset. This will kill innovation of technology and
undermine the enormous benefits the merger would have to the economy.

Both of these claims run counter to the proven benefits of this merger. Comcast is most accurate
in its analysis of the merge when it states:



This transaction will create a leading technology and innovation company differentiated
by our ability to deliver ground breaking products on a superior network. For the past 15
years, Comcast has built scale and operational efficiencies through various cable
mergers and acquisitions in a very strategic, disciplined, and financially responsible
manner that benefit consumers. In every transaction, we have over-delivered on our
public interest commitments.

Importantly, the proposed transaction will not reduce competition in any relevant
market. Comcast and Time Warner Cable do not currently compete to serve customers in
any zip code in America. This absence of horizontal overlap of the companies’ cable
systems means that the transaction will not harm competition or reduce consumers’
choice in any way.

With this acquisition, Comcast intends to build on our extraordinarily successful
acquisition of NBCUniversal, and our unparalleled record of keeping our promises to
bring new benefits to consumers in prior cable acquisitions.

NBCI recognizes and defends the following pro-consumer benefits of the merger:

Deployment and Development of Advanced Services: Subscribers to Time Warner Cable will
benefit from Comcast’s superior service reliability and best-in-class technology and services,
such as the X1 Entertainment Operating System and Comcast’s VOD platform which provides
50,000 choices on TV and averages 400 million views each month (32 billion views since
VOD’s 2003 launch). Comcast also offers 300,000 plus streaming choices on XfinityTV.com,
and Xfinity TV mobile apps that offer 35 live streaming channels plus the ability to download to
watch offline later.

Benefits of Scale: The transaction will generate significant cost savings and other efficiencies,
which will ultimately benefit customers. Scale enables better customer experiences as
demonstrated by Comcast. Our scale has enabled us to create industry leading products like the
X1 Entertainment Operating System, increased Internet speeds, comprehensive communications
and digital phone products and features, and home management. The scale will also make us a
better competitor vis-a-vis national companies like DirecTV, DISH, Verizon, and AT&T.

Broadband Market Benefits: Comcast is a technology leader in broadband and customers will
benefit from its commitment to invest in its high-speed data services. Comcast has increased
Internet speeds 12 times in the past 12 years across its entire footprint, and led the industry in the
deployment of DOCSIS 3.0. Additionally, Comcast has invested tens of billions of dollars in its
network and continues to invest in it. Comcast will be investing hundreds of millions of dollars
annually to improve Time Warner Cable’s networks, which will bring significant benefits to
Time Warner Cable customers, including higher speeds and greater reliability. We also believe
the transaction will enhance competition in the broadband market and extend broadband



adoption.

Benefits for Business and Enterprise Customers: This transaction will allow Comcast
increased ability to offer advanced services, like high-performance point-to-point and multi-point
Ethernet services with the capacity to deliver cloud computing, to small and medium-size
businesses, as well as backhaul services to wireless carriers. In addition, Comcast will be able to
bring to Time Warner Cable business customers enhancements to their package of services that
Time Warner Cable does not offer (e.g., hosted voice).

Benefits in Advertising: The transaction will combine complementary advertising platforms
and channels and allow Comcast to offer broader and more valuable packages to
advertisers. This is especially true in the very competitive and uniquely important New York
advertising market.

We understand the need and support for more broadband. This is why over two years ago we
held a demonstration in front of the FCC in Washington, DC to advocate for policies that provide
more broadband for carriers.

In October 2013 we contributed to the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies report on
Broadband and Jobs: African Americans Rely Heavily on Mobile Access and Social
Networking in Job Search. NBCI clearly understands the connection between broadband,
advancing new technologies and a strong economy both for our nation and especially for the
African American community.

I will close by detailing three compelling reasons why NBCI is supporting this merger, aside
from the compelling jobs aspect:

I serve as both the President of the National Black Church Initiative and the Chair of the Board
of the National Black Religious Broadcasters (NBRB). NBRB represents over 10,000 African
American churches that broadcasts either through television, radio or the internet. Now I hope it
is clear to you why we are such huge supporters of broadband. Given the lack of universal
broadband in our country, we want to do whatever is necessary to support innovative entities like
Comcast to help spur new technologies and more broadband. Many of our churches are on the
Comcast Cable system. Many of our members can benefit from both X1 Entertainment
Operating System and Comcast’s VOD platform.

NBCI strongly believes that there is not a sufficient concentration of cable providers in key
areas. As we understand it, Comcast’s plans would fill in its New Jersey and Connecticut
portfolios with Time Warner Cable's New York City customers and add major markets such as
Los Angeles and Dallas. Comcast and Time Warner Cable will not compete and Comcast can
easily divest a few million subscribers. This absence of horizontal overlap of the companies’



cable systems means that the transaction will not harm competition or reduce consumers’ choice
in any way.

The merger will also directly help our 70,000 small businesses that are represented in our 34,000
faith communities. Comcast’s increased ability to offer advanced services, such as high-
performance point-to-point and multi-point Ethernet services with the capacity to deliver cloud
computing, will help make our small businesses more competitive .

NBCI is prepared to publicly support this merger beyond the submission we are making today.
Thank you for your consideration of our position and we look forward to seeing a successful
merger take hold soon.

Sincerely,

Rev. Anthony Evans

President
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Note additional signatures

Parks Chapel AME Church

Ever Increasing Faith Ministries
New Hope Baptist Church

Atherton Baptist Church

City of Refuge Church

City of Refuge UCC

Faithful Central Bible Church
Shiloh COGIC

Trinity Baptist Church

McCoy Memorial Baptist Church
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
Tabernacle of Faith Baptist Church
Full Gospel Baptist Church

Greater True Light Missionary Baptist Church
Bryant Temple AME Church
According To Prophecy Ministries
Bethel Baptist Church

Christian Life Center

Grand Avenue Church of Christ
Faith Tabernacle COGIC

Grace Covenant Christian Church of the Harvest

Antioch C.0.G.I.C.

Rising Star Baptist Church

Front Land Church

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church
Roosevelt Community Church
Immanuel Temple Apostolic Church
Integrity Christian Fellowship

Mesa View Baptist Church

New Paradise Baptist Church
Nu-Way International Christian Ministries
St. Stephen's Cathedral COGIC

Total Deliverance Worship Center
Voices of Victory Christian Ministries
Witness of the Word

Word for Life Ministries

Greater Victory Church

Third Baptist Church

Jones Memorial United Methodist Church
Providence Baptist Church

Calvary Hill Community Church
Rock of Ages Baptist Church

Community Baptist Church

First AME Church

Allen Temple Baptist Church

Paradise Baptist Church

Greater St. Paul Church

Temple Missionary Baptist Church
Life COGIC

Center of Praise Ministries

Christ Our Redeemer Church
Evergreen Missionary Baptist Church
Beth Eden Baptist Church

Harmony Missionary Baptist Church
St Andrew Missionary Baptist Church
Cornerstone Missionary Baptist Church
Bethany Baptist Church

Saints Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Victory Baptist Church

Greater St. John Missionary Baptist Church
Cosmopolitan Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church

United Ministries

Bible Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church
Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church
Moriah Christian Fellowship Baptist Church
Tth Avenue Baptist Church

Ephesian Missionary Baptist Church
Brookins Community AME Church
Greater Cooper AME Zion Church

St. Paul AME Church

New Vision Ministries

St Paul AME Church

St. John Missionary Baptist

Glorious Day Apostolic Church

St. Paul Baptist Church

Bethel Ministries

Victory Life Bible Church

St. Andrews AME Church

Antioch Progressive Church

Mount Calvary

New Hope Baptist Church

Del Paso Union Baptist Church

New Home Missionary Baptist Church
First AME Church



Into the World Ministries The Biblical Alternative
Friendship Baptist Church

Zoe Christian Fellowship of Long Beach
Community of Faith Bible Church

Saint Reed Missionary Baptist Church

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church

First Baptist Church of LA

Grace Baptist Church

The Resurrection Life Fellowship Missionary and Evangelistic Churci€hanging A Generation Full Gospel Baptist Church

Bread of Heaven Ministries

Macedonia Christian Fellowship Church
Holy Deliverance Pentecostal Church
Second Baptist Church

New Creation Church of San Diego
West Angeles Church

Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Second Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Tabernacle Baptist Church

Sixth Episcopal District Headquarters
New Bethel AME Church

Behold the Light Christian Ministries
Beulah Missionary Baptist Church
Friendship Community Church

New Hope Baptist Church

New Life Ministries

Same Like Faith Family Christian Center Church
Triumphant Community Church
Friendship Baptist Church

Good Hope Missionary B.C.
Greenforest Community Baptist Church
Lovejoy Baptist Church

Mount Zion AME Church

Shaw Temple AME Church

St. James United Methodist Church
Greater Travelers Rest Baptist Church
Life Abundantly Christian Church
Blooming Lighthouse Ministries

Fully Rely on God Christian Min.

New Testament Christian Church Center
Nazareth Baptist Church

New Unity Christian Fellowship Church
Turner Chapel AME

Vison For Souls Family Worship Center
Word of Faith Family Worship Cathedral
The Enon Church

Word of Faith Love Center

World Changers Church International

Peace Baptist Church

New Beginnings Full Gospel Baptist Ministry
Big Bethel AME Church

New Birth Missionary Baptist Church

Salem Bible Church

Destiny Metropolitan Worship Church

Faith Christian Center

The Greater Piney Grove Baptist Church

Elizabeth Baptist Church

Cascade United Methodist Church
Jackson Memorial Baptist Church
Hillside International Truth Church
Berean Christian Church

Impact Church

Mount Zion Baptist Church

United for Christ Church

New Birth Community AME Church
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
Bethel AME Church

Ebenezer Baptist Church

Evangel Fellowship C.0.G.I.C.
Lumberton First Baptist Church
Friendship Missionary B.C.
Lincolnville AME Church

Little Rock AME Zion Church
Night Light Missionary Baptist Church
Greater Salem Church

St. James AME Church

Saint Paul AME Church

The Park Church

Trinity AME Zion

Watts Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
Nehemiah Christian Center COGIC
Shiloh COGIC

New Restoration Community Church
Powerhouse COGIC

Macedonia New Life Church

The Fountain of Raleigh

Oberlin Baptist Church

Elevation Baptist Church

First Baptist Church

First Cosmopolitan Baptist Church
Tupper Memorial Baptist Church
Christian Faith Baptist Church

Oak City Baptist Church

Wake Chapel Church



St. Matthew AME Church

Living Waters AME Church

Union Hill AME Church

Emmanuel AME Church

Gaines Chapel AME Church

Holland Chapel AME Zion Church
Fair Promise AME Zion Church
Greater Bethel AME Church
Macedonia Baptist Church

First Baptist Church-West

St. Paul Baptist Church

Greater Mount Sinai Baptist Church
New Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Reeder Memorial Baptist Church
Greater Providence Baptist Church
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
New St. John Baptist Church

Trinity Park Baptist Church

Second Calvary Baptist Church
Greater Galilee Baptist Church
Tabernacle Baptist Church

Walls Memorial AME Zion Church
New Covenant AME Church

Steele Creek AME Zion Church
Orange Grove Missionary Baptist Church
New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Simon Temple AME Zion Church
Piney Grove A.M.E. Zion Church
Harrison Chapel A.M.E. Church

St. Joseph AME Church

Mt. Zion AME Church

St. Luke AME Church

St. Julia AME Zion Church

Rockwell AME Zion Church

Reeves Temple AME Zion Church
Metropolitan AME Zion Church
Mayfield Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
Chapel Memorial Baptist Church
Springfield Baptist Church

St. Matthew Baptist Church

Baptist Grove Church

Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church
New Breed Community Church

First Calvary Baptist Church

Mount Vernon Baptist Church
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church
Peace Missionary Baptist Church

Community Baptist Church

North East Baptist Church

Greater New Birth Baptist Church

St. Johns Missionary Baptist Church
Lincoln Memorial-Baptist Church

Mt. Gilead Baptist Church

West Durham Baptist Church

New Metropolitan Faith Winners Baptist Church
Mount Level Missionary Baptist Church
Henderson Grove Missionary Baptist Church
First Baptist Church

New Ebenezer Baptist Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Emanuel AME Church

7th District AME Church

Bethel AME Church

Francis Burns United Methodist Church
Friendship Baptist Church

Union AME Church

Cumberland United Methodist Church
Progressive Church

New Light Beulah Baptist Church
Silver Bluff Baptist Church

First Providence Baptist Church
Friendship AME Church

Bible Way Church

Brookland Baptist Church

Genesis Church of God in Christ

Zion Baptist Church

First Nazareth Baptist Church

Second Nazareth Baptist Church
Greater St. Luke Baptist Church

New Ebenezer Baptist Church

Saint John Baptist Church

Ridgewood Missionary Baptist Church
Trinity Baptist Church

Gill Creek Baptist Church

Antioch Baptist Church

Cornerstone Baptist Church

Reid Chapel AME Church

Pine Grove AME Church

Columbia District AME Church
Bethel AME Church

Allen Temple AME Church

Morris Street Baptist Church

Morris Brown AME Church

St. Peter's AME Church



Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Mt. Prospect Baptist Church
Corinth Baptist Church

Royal Missionary Baptist Church
Spring Hill AME Church

Greater Saint James AME Church
Moncks Corner AME Church

Mt. Olive AME Church

Campbell Chapel AME Church
Mount Carmel AME Church
Adams Chapel AME Church

Mt. Lebanon AME Church

Beulah AME Church

Magnolia AME Church

Greater Saint Paul

Spring Hill AME Church

Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church
Union Baptist Church

Jerusalem Baptist Church

Victory Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Zion Baptist Church

First Mount Zion Baptist Church
Bethel AME Church

First AME Church

First Baptist Church

Allen Chapel AME Church
Ebenezer Baptist Church

New Mount Zion AME Church
Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church
First Baptist Church

Breakforth Ministries and Consulting Inc.
High Street Baptist

Double Anointing COGIC

Bethel AME Church

Mount Zion African Baptist Church
Trinity Missionary Baptist Church
Pilgrim Baptist Church

Hill Street Baptist Church

First Baptist Church

Mount Zion AME Church
Chapman Grove Baptist Church
First Baptist Church

Ebenezer Baptist Church
Jerusalem Church Inc.

First Timothy Baptist Church

Centurion Apostolic International Ministries

New Birth Baptist Church

Southern Heights Church of Christ
Sweet Home Missionary Baptist Church
United Christian Church of God
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
Greater St. Paul AME Church

Parkway Baptist Church

Logos Baptist Church

93rd Street Community Baptist Church
Mt. Hermon AME Church

Mt. Zion AME Church

Saint Paul AME Church

Bethel Naples AME Church

Bethel Punta Gorda AME Church
Martin Memorial AME Church
Universal Truth Center for Better Living
New Jerusalem Primitive Baptist Church
Allen Temple AME Church

St. Paul AME Church

Wayman Chapel

Saint Stephen AME Church

Mount Olive AME Church

Greater Grant Memorial AME Church
First Baptist Church

Bethel Baptist Institutional Church
Bible-Based Fellowship Church

Grand Central Progressive Missionary Baptist Church

Love Fellowship Christian Church
St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church
Zion Hope Primitive Baptist Church
Greater Payne AME Church

Saint Mark AME Church

Mount Olive AME Church

New Bethel AME Church

Mount Olive AME Church

Carter Tabernacle CME Church
Greater Mt. Zion AME Church

St. James AME Church

Shekinah Glory Church of God in Christ

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church

Turner Chapel AME Church
Greater Faith AME Church

Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church
Allen Chapel AME Church

Mount Zion Commandment Keeping Church of the First Born

New Mount Zion AME Church
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Greater Bethel AME Church



Greater Friendship Baptist Church

Bethel AME Church

New Mount Olive Baptist Church

Faith Deliverance Worship Center

Judah Worship Word Ministries International
First AME Church

Capital City Baptist Church

Fraternity Baptist Church

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church of Liberty City
New Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
Vine Missionary Baptist Church

Glendale Missionary Baptist

Broadmoor Baptist Church

Second Baptist Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

New Seventh-Ninth Street Word Church Intl.

South Miami Heights Haitian Baptist Emmanuel Church

Goulds Church of Christ

St James AME Church

St Paul AME Church

New Bethel AME Church

Mt. Moriah AME Church

Hurst Chapel AME

St. Lawrence AME Church

Bethel AME Church

Saint Paul AME Church

Ward Chapel AME Church

Gregg Chapel AME Church

Harvest AME Church

Saint Paul AME Church

Hurst Chapel AME

Talbot Chapel AME Zion Church

Spirit of God

New Mt Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Memorial Temple Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church
Highland First Baptist Church

First Haitian Baptist Church

First New Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Tabor Missionary Baptist Church
St. John Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Greater Union Baptist Church

Greater Union First Baptist Church

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

New Bethel Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
First Baptist Church Warrington

Zion Hop Missionary Baptist Church
New Berean Baptist Church

New Covenant Baptist Church

Shiloh Baptist Church

Agape Assembly Baptist Church

First Haitian Baptist Church

Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
Southside Church of Christ

Tangelo Baptist Church

Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church
Greater Refuge Memorial Church

The New Church of Faith

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist Church
Abyssina Missionary Baptist Church

St. Paul Church

King Solomon United Baptist Church
Faith Temple Missionary Baptist Church
First Union Missionary Baptist Church
Central Tampa Baptist Church

New St. Matthew Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of West Tampa
Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church
Grace Baptist Sanctuary

Mount Zion Baptist Church

New Life Worship Center

Mt. Zion Apostolic Church

Galilee Baptist Church

Greater St. John Missionary B.C.
Memorial Baptist Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Northside New Era

Friendship M.B. Church

Zion Hope Baptist Church

Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church
Bethesda Baptist Church

Progressive Baptist Church

Greater Northwest Baptist Church
Greater Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church
Davis Memorial AME Church

First AME Church

Greater St. James AME Church

Mt. Zion AME Church

Gary New Covenant



Temple of Praise Assembly

St. John AME Church

St. Paul AME Church

Scott United Methodist Church

Allen Chapel Ame Church Care

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Eastern Star Church

Greater Galilee Institutional Missionary Baptist Church
Holy Angels Catholic Church Indianapolis
Jones Tabernacle AME Church
Providence AME Church

Robinson Community AME Church

St. Philips Episcopal Church

Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Mount Olivet Baptist Church

3rd Episcopal District

McKinley United Methodist Church
Omega Baptist Church

Higher Ground Always Abounding Assemblies, Inc.
Liberty Hill Baptist Church

Mega Church

New Jerusalem Baptist Church

Quinn Chapel AME Church

St. Paul AME Zion Church

Wayman AME Church

Antioch Baptist Church

Morning Star Baptist Church

Mt. Hermon Baptist Church

Olivet Institutional Baptist Church

East Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Providence Baptist Church

Mount Sinai Ministries

Affinity Missionary Baptist Church

Shiloh Baptist Church

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church

Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church
Good Shepherd Baptist Church



